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VULVAR CANCER AWARENESS DAY

What we explain to women: the great 
wall of vulva 





• Shame/fear
• “Intimate parts”
• Vulvovaginal diseases assumed often 

as “venereal diseases”=promiscuity
• Contagious?
• Malignancy?

• Anatomical concepts
• Vulva is an unknown term for most 

women (and men) 
• Idea of a “normal”, standard vulva

Common barriers
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Resources

The Great Wall of Vagina - Jamie McCartney 
www.labialibrary.org.au

www.issvd.org http://vulvovaginaldisorders.com



What (and how) do we need to explain?

• Clear and adapted language
• Realistic
• Drawings, schemes, pictures, etc.

• Address some of the myths, even if not 
questioned:

• HPV infections are common
• HPV is not synonymous of promiscuity or 

infidelity
• LS is not equal to vulvar cancer

• Motivate for follow-up without scaring





Thank You!
issvd.org |  (+1) 704 709-3511


